The Jim and Mary Kearl Library of Cardston Goes Virtual!

As a member of Chinook Arch Regional Library System, the Jim & Mary Kearl Library of Cardston is now offering a variety of new programs via videoconference in the library.  The new videoconference equipment gives patrons the opportunity to learn from and communicate with others in the area, in the province and around the world.  Using Tandberg videoconference equipment, participants can see and hear the presenter as well as other participants, and they can see and hear you!  Library patrons can, for example, use the new, state-of-the-art equipment to speak to a doctor, attend a meeting, or take a course– all without leaving the library!  This new service is free of charge.  
The videoconference equipment at the Jim & May Kearl Library of Cardston is part of the RISE Network, a partnership between Chinook Arch, Marigold and Shortgrass Library Systems.  The project, which is funded by Rural Alberta’s Development Fund, the Public Library Development Initiative, The Alberta Library and other private sources, has installed video conferencing equipment in 78 public libraries throughout Southern Alberta, as well as the three Library System headquarters.  Using the Alberta SuperNet, the RISE Network is enhancing existing library services by reaching more than 450,000 people in 89 rural municipalities throughout southern Alberta.  
Patrons at the Cardston library have already taken part in a Quilters Show and Share that was hosted by a library near Medicine Hat.  To give another example, the Theodore Brandley Municipal Library in Stirling connected to a program on Tourette Syndrome put on by the Family and Community Resource Centre at the Alberta Children’s Hospital.  By connecting to this program from within the library, participants were able to participate over their lunch hour without driving to Calgary and were still able to ask the doctor questions.  

The RISE Network has allowed patrons across southern Alberta to participate in live sessions put on by the Royal Tyrrell Museum, Dinosaur Provincial Park and the Helen Schuler Nature Centre in Lethbridge, to name only a few.  The units have also been beneficial to community organizations throughout southern Alberta who have utilized them for workshops and various committee meetings.

What can videoconferencing do for you?
To find out what programs are available and for more information, visit www.risenetwork.ca .  Contact the Jim & Mary Kearl Library of Cardston (403-653-4775) for information on using the videoconference equipment.  
